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Up dat ed: Trump ad min is tra tion halts
more than $750M in funds for Mod er -
na’s bird flu vac cine

Max Bayer
Pharma Reporter

The Trump ad min is tra tion has killed an award worth $766
mil lion to help Mod er na de vel op a bird flu vac cine, ac cord ing
to the com pa ny.

The biotech said Wednes day that it re ceived no tice from the
De part ment of Health and Hu man Ser vices that it would be
ter mi nat ing the con tract mi nus ex pens es borne so far. Mod -
er na an nounced that it had re ceived a $176 mil lion award in
Ju ly 2024, which was ex pand ed to in clude an ad di tion al $590
mil lion in Jan u ary. Mod er na said it had ex pect ed to ad vance
the pro gram in to late-stage de vel op ment with the as sis tance
of the gov ern ment.

CEO Stéphane Ban cel said in a re lease that the move adds
“un cer tain ty” to the vac cine’s fu ture and that Mod er na “will
ex plore al ter na tive paths for ward for the pro gram.”

Stéphane Bancel, Moderna CEO (Lenin Nolly/NurPhoto via AP Images)
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An drew Nixon, a spokesper son for HHS, said that, “Af ter a
rig or ous re view, we con clud ed that con tin ued in vest ment in
Mod er na’s H5N1 mR NA vac cine was not sci en tifi  cal ly or eth -
i cal ly jus ti fi able.” He added that, “The re al i ty is that mR NA
tech nol o gy re mains un der-test ed,” and claimed the Biden ad -
min is tra tion con cealed safe ty con cerns.

The ad min is tra tion’s ac tion is the lat est ex am ple of how the
Trump ad min is tra tion’s ap proach to vac cines has changed
since the days of Op er a tion Warp Speed, when Pres i dent
Don ald Trump’s team worked close ly with drug mak ers — in -
clud ing Mod er na — to speed the de vel op ment of mR NA-
based vac cines for the virus that caus es Covid-19.
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But un der HHS Sec re tary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a long time
an ti-vac cine ac tivist and skep tic, the new Trump ad min is tra -
tion has cut vac cine con tracts and re search, and has up end ed
Covid-spe cifi c guid ance.

Last week, for ex am ple, the FDA re leased a new frame work
in di cat ing that fu ture Covid-19 vac cines will like ly be ap -
proved for a nar row er pop u la tion. And on Tues day, Kennedy
an nounced that he was re scind ing ex ist ing Covid-19 rec om -
men da tions for healthy chil dren and preg nant women.

De spite the de ci sion, Mod er na said ear ly Phase 1/2 da ta of
the pan dem ic in fluen za vac cine were pos i tive. Three weeks
af ter a sec ond dose, 97.8% of tri al par tic i pants re port ed an ti -
body lev els that cor re late with pro tec tion, the com pa ny said.

The vac cine was gen er al ly well-tol er at ed, Mod er na said, with
no dose-lim it ing is sues seen so far.

The ad min is tra tion’s re con sid er a tion of the bird flu in vest -
ment comes as two oth er Mod er na prod ucts are un der re -
view at the FDA. The agency is set to de cide on the com pa -
ny’s next-gen Covid vac cine in a mat ter of days, and is al so
con sid er ing whether to ex pand Mod er na’s RSV vac cine la bel
to in clude high-risk younger adults, with a June 12 PDU FA
date.

Ed i tor’s note: This sto ry was up dat ed with ad di tion al de tails, a
state ment from HHS and to cor rect that Mod er na was grant ed
one award that was ex pand ed, not two.
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